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January 9, 2014

Hon. John A. Boehner
Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner,

As members of the freshman class, we are writing to request an immediate, up-or-down vote to
extend long-term unemployment insurance for 1.3 million Americans.

Our constituents elected us to Congress to tackle the critical issues facing the country. One of the
largest issues confronting our economy and families now is the recent expiration of long-term
unemployment insurance for 1.3 million Americans. It’s time for Congress to govern and act and not
leave these people behind.

It is unconscionable that Congress would fail to extend unemployment benefits to over a million
long-term unemployed Americans who continue to look for work. Unfortunately, Congress’
continued failure to immediately extend these benefits is also harming our economic recovery.

According to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, extending unemployment benefits would
actually boost GDP and increase full-time employment. Conversely, failing to act will continue to
hinder our economic recovery. In addition, failing to act now means millions of long-term
unemployed Americans will continue to face significant hardships as they are trying to get back on
their feet and into the workforce.

Simply, Congress’ failure to extend long-term unemployment benefits is poor economic policy and a
devastating blow to families who continue to struggle. For these reasons, it is time for the House of
Representatives to act. The Senate has already begun consideration to extend long-term
unemployment benefits. The House should as well- without further delay.

Mr. Speaker, our constituents elected us to Congress to govern. The American people deserve an
immediate vote to extend unemployment insurance benefits. Congress — and our economy — cannot
afford to sit idle as so many Americans desperately wait for us to act.

Sincerely yours,
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