Congress of the United States
Washington, DCE 20515

December 20, 2017

Mick Mulvaney, Director

The Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Mulvaney,

We write to express our concerns about recent reports that the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) has directed the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to remove certain
words and phrases from its budget documents. We are troubled by the potential impact on the
CDC’s ability to fulfill its mandate to protect public health, as well as Congress’s ability to set
budget priorities and review accurate budget documents,

If, as reported, the CDC has been instructed to remove language including “evidence-based,”
“science-based,” “vulnerable,” “entitlement,” “transgender,” “fetus,” and “diversity” from its
budget requests and supporting materials, this raises serious concerns about the ability of the
CDC to carry out its mission to defend the health of all Americans. The work that the CDC and
the rest of HHS do is too important to ask that the budget requests for critical public and global
health programs be censored just because certain terms make the Administration uncomfortable.

Furthermore, we are also deeply troubled by the implications for Congress’s ability to fulfill its
responsibility and prerogative to provide funding for government programs if there are
inaccurate presentations in agency budget requests. Congress must have access to clear, accurate
budget requests that do not obscure the nature of programs. Arbitrary and politically motivated
changes to language pose a great risk to that process.

We urge you to retract any directive to eliminate particular phrases from the CDC’s budget
requests and refrain from making similar directives in the future. It is in America’s best interest
to ensure that the CDC and all agencies are able to fulfill their missions without political
obstruction or censorship.

Sincerely,
Bill Foster
Member of Congress

CC:  Eric D. Hargan, Acting Secretary, US Department of Health and Human Services
Brenda Fitzgerald, Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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